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Abstract
The paper examines the relatzonsth between parent’s socio-economic status and Jumile
delinquency in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra State. Delinquency has been
variously portrayed -as -a condition of drifi, maladjustment, -pathology, disturbance, moral
droravity and umuly behaviour and sacio-economic Jactors play prominent roles in detgamining
ehamursofchyldrumtlzesoaew Functionalism was adopted as the theoretical framewon
study adopted concuirent mixed method research design. Multi-stage sampling procedure
v uich incorporated chiste and | simple random samplmg techniques were used to draw a sampie
of 200 respondentsj%ﬁﬁetotalpopulaaon. Questzonmmwas used to obtain quantda)!wedda
while In-Depth Intaview (¥DI) Guide was used to elicit qualitative data from interviewées.
Quantitative data were processéd using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Manwal
content analysis anchored on the thematic method was used in the analysis of qualitative dats.
The findings revealed that parent s level of income, level of occupation and level of education have
strong nexus with children s involvement in delinquent acts. The study therefore recommands thist
parents should always monitor the activities of their children both at home and in schools Shrasgh ;

their teachers. Again, parents should. endeavour not ta overlook their children’s. m?“’:

behaviours, such behaviours should be corrected immediately.
Key Words: Soao-eoonomcstatus duldren delmquengr pgnengs Juvenile
Introdlcﬁon S

17yéars who have committed some acts that violate the IaWw of conduct. These acts afé‘ ot
called crimes as they would for adults msteadtheyarecalledtnal The juvenile has an
adjudication after which the juvenile réceives a dxspos:tan and a sentence (Agbowqm
Umeh & Solomon, 2016) "Millions of people wotldwide even in some countries énée ‘
‘considered safe seem to have a haunting fear of crime and violence in recent tirtics. ‘fhe
once chenshedsenseofperﬁonalsafetyappemsanhquatedandnatlonal security is being
supplanted by deep anxiety and global terrorism. WithregardstoaUmtedNat!ons
International Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF) Report in 2008 about the stite of
children and crime, it noted that the increasing numbers of young Britons are dying at
gunpoint and perpetrators of gun crime are juveniles. Findings have shown that the
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countriés is hnke‘dwﬂiemcrease orlnghraﬁe '

The oonnmhg pwerns oiddﬁmcy ‘{achide a long list. of status offences Juvenile
‘crime is a perennial public concern, it includes theff, smoking, consuming alcohol,
bullying im sehout, tunning apey frm heme and school (Agbowuro et al, 2016). These
include the parest’s levdﬁ(me, Jevel .of education. ofi parents and the type of
occupation the parents engags in.. Ulrich (2008) observed that factors which may lead to
. ‘an mcmshg rate in juyenile delitymency include breakdown in families, percentage of
fannhes m povexty due to the pamnts poor socio-economic status.

'Lh Awka WM Govermem Area, it has been observed that high rate of juvenile
sdelinquehoy iy be atiributed to the parent’s socio-economic status due to the differences
mm"as‘l Md ‘which the children engage in delinquent acts such as
59 MWy < o _‘ ‘My befng beyond parental control, drug abuse,

and e, pick pocketing, forming bad § gangs, associating with
minkls #d prostitutes. In addltlon, the issues of juvenile

ave focused on childre ﬁomdxsadva.ntaged families ignoring thie fact that

1 affine: _‘hms ulao engage in de]mqucnt acts. More families oons:stofone-

. e%nmliwwhave less supemsmnathomethanwas commen in
] ﬁmﬂym 'l‘hxslackofparentalsupewxs:onhemtheparems type

& globalmﬂauonﬂnthashadalaxmmg influence on families resulting in
mﬁmﬂwﬁ&famﬂy(lzkpo&l\_]ake, 2013). Juveniles® parents of the
hqa'sauo-eoonamc status do not have enough income to sustam or pmvule for theu

_tgﬁ'hfe.style have enicoyraged parests fo Jose control and
The need to lmbiBe : gnd moral values

the fnnﬂy%ré relegated to the backgn ynd. The socio-economic
lgvel of income, level of education g tig)e:of occupation brings
ﬂntarefelttobepaﬂofthe celebraged inicrease in juvenile

i anﬂ Awka South Local Government Arqa;n partlcular especially
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Statement of the Problem -_ ,.

Juvenile delinquency is a social problcm Wthh is affected by large social evem and
transformations such as economic crisis, wars and political conflicts. With regazd to social
patterns of rapidly changing societies, one of the most threatening and significant topics
~ that are frequently discussed is delinquency. Juvenile:delinquency has elicited many
images of the child. The definition of juvenile delinquency as well as concem abomt jis
manifestation and control are influenced by a configuration of historical, political, social
and economic condition. There is also confusion about how to deal with. problems of
adjustuent to the various pressures encountered by children and young persons.

However, there has beman increase in theproblems of juvenile dehnquencyanddwm
among children. A good number of parents, both fathers and mothers are working cless
pamntsandthecareoftheuyo:mgchlldrenareleﬂmthehands of nannies or house helps.
Some of the children are sent to school at a very tender age as young as two when the child

ought to be breast fed. Again, parents have other engagements apart from their wark place -

which occupy their time and this also necessitates their inability to spend more time with
their children. A majority of mothers work outside the home, parents may have meetings
to attend in the evenings.and social engagements in the weekends. Parents of youngpeople
are often blamed for the delinquent behaviour of their children. I

Moreover, media and information technology have also contributed to the oehhnnd

increase in juvenile delinquency in Awka South Local Government Area in Anamba
State. The apdio-visual impact of mass media as anaggntofsocmlmuonhas resulted to
the high rate of recorded juvenile. delinquency, this is.often seen in families with high
social status and income, Children are re-socialized by the mass media as well a8 peer.
groupmthwhomthechlldspendsmostofhlsnmethh.Thcpeergmuplsaveryw
factor that has led to the increase in the rate of juvenile delinquency. This is because the
.child always spends time with his friends or peer group <ither at school or, agoupd the
neigbourhood from which he learns some delinquent acts like pick pockequ, i

~ alcohol, msuborcﬁnaumtopamnts,and elders, bemgqud tal co
and so on as a result ofpoorparenul supervxs:onorlgckofpmwm comrol e

Objectives of the Stndy _ et T
The objectives of the study mclude ) :
1. To ascertain how parents’ lcvelofmcmcagmﬂugmejuvenﬂedehm;mym_
Awka South Local Government Area, Anambra State.:

2. To exammethevmouswayspamnts level of edwahoncanmﬂuegcemvolw

of children in juvenile delinquency in Awka South Local Govemmmt Area,
Anambra State.
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3 Toﬁndmuhowparenis level of occupat:oncanmﬂuence juvenile dehnquencym
AwkaSouth Local Govemment Area, Anambra State
mkm ‘
: mwmwwolaumofmmlmmguhungthebehawom’of A
’ wmgmhﬁzs&iety ‘The concept of juveniles is sometimes used interchangeably

with like'a ¢hild; an adolescent and a youth (Adegoke, 2015). Delinquency
’WM&M&WmﬁMMWM@hB

’=.*Mgofim‘arMnghdsbmiudamMmmtneOMycnmmﬂm¢dtﬂt&
such as traancy and runming away from home. Today, the legal attitude toward the juvenile
lawbreaker is that a child too young to distinguish properly between right and wrong or
' ‘ﬁﬂybw&emoﬂnsactsmxghtnottobecnmmallyresponslbleforwhathe
“@oes or fails t do. Juvenile delinquents account for a great mumber of the illegal acts
‘committed in the society especially those that invelve taking another’s belonging. St¢aling
uﬁongthemvmilumﬁnsxl&yhasbecomeamessmgmsmwhchhasaﬁededmeweﬂ

E Bangofﬂ:esomty

"Yﬁérg&m)mededﬂmﬁmechﬂd learns is acqulred in interaction with parents
and siblings at'hdtiie.” According to Bogenschneider (2009), children of parents with low
socio-economic status ofteh experiénce trouble with law, manywere uninvolved in school
and established low verbal ability, poor academic records and serious reading problems.
"The' chiléiréh of parents with oor socio-economic status or background face different
‘hallenges in life. The lower the number of years of schooling a child completes, the more
Mykﬂﬂutjuvenilbdemwncyoccms Thus children with less education and
tihérefore fewer occupational opportunities often involve ifi délinquent acts. Children who
mdeﬁMmabjémdemdneglmmdmsmmdmmﬁmma

; ag (wm&w 2011).

'-Inaﬂm&nfymomeorpoorpmenmlmcw-economcsmm:samajmfacmrmat
‘inflaencés paiental ‘Support ‘and involvement in their children’s educafion or in factors
related t6” séhibol achicvements. Children who regard their parents'as warm, firm and
' mwlvq@mt%e&mﬂmummgxadestban&mchssmatesmthmwlvedm
uneducated parents (Deslandes & Daniel, 2007). Economic pressure often limits or
- prevents parents’ support or involvement in the education of their children. Childtent who
. bave a combination of risk factors such as poverty, uneducated and unemployed parents
-agé at"greater risk of poor academic performance and other negative child development
: omm than children from high family background, edu¢ated and employed parents.
'7} rewho sre‘exposed early to vxolenceandpovertyoroonﬂxctoﬁcnengagemwolent
basive acts which imost at times take their lives.
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Agam,maSNdyconducwdbyEbuehl&Oll)onsmtyswdemsoftheAppmved
Girls’ School, Idi-Araba. Lagos State in Nigeria, resplts of the study . showedthatﬂle
rwpondemswaemthm&eamofloandwycms,m%hadaumnedpnmaxyschwl
edwanon.Ofthe53%ﬂxatdmppedoutofschool,456%d1dsobecauseofthefatmly?s
financial problems due to the parent’s low level of income. Of all the socio-
characteristics of the respondents explored, onlythexrednmuonallevelwasfomdmh
mgmﬁcanﬂyassoaawdwuhdchnqumtwm.PmtsedmaumalkveLmatemﬂlW
consumption and kind of treatment received from parents were significantly associated
with delinquency. The study therefore. concluded that poor. parental supervision, pareats’,
soc:o—ecmomlcsmmsandpeerpmmplayedkcmedehnqumcyamongm
juveniles. The study also suggested that an effective prevention. and control of juvenile
delinquency will require collective efforts involving all stakeholders (fa.tmly, government;
and non-governmental organizations) in child development. :

Theoretical Thrust
The proponents of functionalism include Auguste Comte, Em:leDw:kham,.
Spencer, Talcott Parsons and Robert Merton. Functionalism s a theory studies the sogjéty -
asasystémmmdiﬁéremwtsmhworkmgemﬁwaawhole 'I‘h&cemm

4
b

inter-relationally via its contribution fo the maintenance of the whole. Functionalists talé -

astheusmrhngpomﬂ:cvaynouonthatsocnetyxtselflsasystemmm
functionalists are interested in the parts of the society, particularly the major institutions
of the society such as the family, religion, economy, polmcs or state and education.
Functionalists argued that  the family, educational institution, economic and political
institutions are the main parts of the society which can-be seen as a structure madeupfof
inter-connected or interrelated roles. They believed that a change in any single elémeut
~ would produce general disturbance in the whole society. In the same vein, the outcoméf
the changesmfamﬂypattemleadstothemcmasemﬂxerateoﬁuvemledehnqucncy

Therefore, whenparentsmfannhesfalltoperformthelrﬁmcuonsas aresultofthen'hél A
* socio-economic status or nature of their occupation, the.result would be that ﬂmrchﬂm
will become delinquents. This could be as a result of Jack of superwsnon by the parents
who are always at their workplaces. For instance, with the recent recession in Nigepen
economy, many women who used to play roles of full time housewives in homes-hiive
emerging new needs to augment the income of their husbands and to contribute to-tlie
family upkeep. Also, an increasing number of mothers:with pre-school children entertie
paid labour force and new arrangements are required to take care of the chlldren éwlﬂe
their parents are at work. Yet, facilities at licensed Day Care Center in Nigeria are:
inadequate. Therefore, many thousands of these children especially those from low lncdhb
homes are currently recemng inadequate attention and care and this may cpntributi:
significantly to the nation’s juvenile delinquency profile tomorrow.
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' cﬂﬂcmieﬂtmxed methods research design. The study area is Awka

Gdveri - Ares in Anambra State. According to National Populafion
- Clitinrigit dﬁmos),mhmmcovamnmmhasamlpopmmn
- oMm :’M&ﬁxmmserof%mzmales and 92,752 females but Projected t be
Mﬁ 20‘1& Nﬁlti samphng procedure which incorporates cliister sampling
) M od bf sirtiple rahdom sagipling technique was uised to select
_,‘,ﬁbmﬁvihmdAmawbxaforﬂ:esmdyamdmpammpantswhowere
the respiindciifs ‘adiifistered questiomiaire Weie selected for the in-depth
E mﬁewi'rhe swlyused"ﬂom quiintitative and qualitative instriments ofdatacoﬂectxon.
 The quction _‘_"Meverfarmedﬂ:e quantitative instrument for the study while the IDI
Flic"quikntitative ‘data. The data collected were processed with the help of
: ¥ Pliokigé Tor Social Seiences (SPSS) while qualitative data obtained from the In-

._ depthhtemew(mnwereana!ymdusmgthemanualﬁemaﬁccontentnnalysls

*aatadﬁerespondemmpresemedmuble 1 below

aph! elaracterisﬂcsofkes@hdents
000 Fregquency ‘Pmt(’/i
R 1 R - - 513
ol g6 487
1197 100
-} a6 183
~ h3s .. 118
. VI . 264
{26 131
127 ) 13.7 -
21 . 10.7
197 100
l1es - 324
" 192 46.7
121 | 107
9. . : 4.6
11 . - 56
197 100
15 7.6
36 | 183
66 33.5
24 © 1201
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OND, NCE, 47 239
HND, B.Sc 9 4.6
M.Sc, Ph.D 197 100
Total :
Religion 191 97
Christian ' 2 ' 1.0
Muslim
African Traditional Religion 4 2.0
Atheist 0 0
Total 197 100
Occupation
Farming 14 7.1
Trading 59 299
Civil Service 52 264
Self-Employed 47 12.8
Unemployed : 9 4.6
Students 40 20.3
Politician : 1 0.5
Others ' 8 . 4.1
Total 197 100
Income ,
0-200,000 27 . 169
201,000-400,000 . 32 20
401,000-600,000 29 } 18.1
601,000-800,000 43 26.9
801,000 and above 29 18.1
Total 160 100.0

The table shows that males constituted 51.3% of the total respondents while 48.7% were
females. A majority of the respondents fall within the age groups of 35-44 and 25-34.
Another outstanding feature of the sample is that with regards to marital status, majority
of the respondents (46.7%) were married while 32.4% of them were single. In terms of
. religious affiliation, the table-shows that an over whelming majority of the respondents
(97%) were Christians while 2.0% of the respondents prictice African traditional religion.
The result on the respondents’ occupation revealed that majority of the respondents are
into trading (29.9%) while 7.1% are farmers, civil servants 52(26.4%), students 40(20.3%)
and 9(4.6%) of the respondents were unemployed. Finally, the income per annum of the
respondents shows that a quite number of the respondents earn between 401,000-600,000,

29(18.1%) per annum. Furthermore, .32(20%) of the respondents earn between 201,000-
400,000 per annum while 27(16.9%) of the respondents earn 0-200,000 per annum and
43(26%) of the respondents earn 601,000-800,000 per annum. The implication of this
finding is that most parents in Awka South Local Government Area are either into trading
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or in civil service which indicates the possibility of these parents leaving their children to
- be taken care of by another either at school or in the home.

Tabie 2: Resggdents’ views on parents’ level of income and juvenile delinquency
Response

anuency Percentage

Children are exposed to money 33%
early in life v

"~ .Excess money is given to the | 53 26.9%
children by their parents
The parents lay great emphasis | 44 22.3%
on money
All of the above 33 16.8%
Others 2 1.0% -
Total 197 100%

Table 2 above shows that 33%.of the respondents were of the opinion that children are
exposed to money early in life, 26.9% maintained that excess money is given to the
children by their parents while 22.3% of the respondents said that the parents lay great
emphasis on money. The implication of this finding is that childrens’ early exposure to
‘money influences their involvement in delinquent acts. This is to say that when a child is
given unnecessary access to money early in life, there is every tendency that the child will
indulge in fllicit acts like pick pocketing, theft and so on in order to maintain such life style
as he grows up. One of the IDI respondents from Awka noted that:

“Parents give excess money to their children and when stopped half way may lead to
stealing on the child’s part” (Eemale, 35 years, Banker, Awka)

Anothier IDI respondent from Awka added that:
. “Children of parents with high level of income engage more in delmquent acts because of
M quastfor money”. (Female, 56 years, Trader, Awka).

% qugk 3. w views on the category of children that engage more in juvenile

L

: _Frequency Percentage
. Chiidepn, whoss pereas 5ad 0 28 %
£ Cailidres whiose parcats had only | 12 - 60%

- Childred’: whase perents: hed | 88 “.T%
iy Children ~ whose parents gre | 47 BI%
" umeducated B &
rilhsﬁofhm AT o . 11.2% -

190|Page




NNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY AWKA i
Journal of Sociology * § Vol. 7 No. 1, October 2020

The table above shows that 14.2% of the respondents were of the opinion that children
whose parents had no formal education engage more in juvenile delinquency, 6.0%
maintained that children whose parents had only primary education engage more in
delinquent acts, 44.7% posited that children whose parents had tertiary education engage

more in delinquent acts. '

One of the IDI respondents from Amawbia noted that:

“Highly educated parents pay little or no attention to their children’s upbrmgmg T oday,
"uneducated parents train their children more and well” (Male, 52 years, Dnver

Amawbia).

Table 4: Respondent’s views on parent’s level of occupation and juvenile delinguency

Response Frequency Percentage
Yes 130 , 66%

No 64 32.5%
Don’t know 3 1.5%

Total 197 ) 100%

. Table 4 indicates that 66% were of the opinion that children’s involvement in juvenile
delinquency is associated with their parent’s level of occupation. This finding shows that
children’s involvement in delinquent acts is related to the kind of occupation their parents
are engaged in. The implication of this finding is that working class parents spend little or
no time with their children. The children are either left under the care of nannies, house
helps or teachers with little or no supervision. .

One of the IDI respondents from Amawbia stated:

Bankers never have time for their children. They leave as
early as 7:00am in the moming and leave their children
with the house helps only to come back around 8:00pm.
Just tell me why these kind of children will not become
delinquents since they spend most of their time with the
house ‘help who know little or nothing about child
upbringing. (Male, 32 years, Banker, Amawbia).

Another IDI respondent from Awka added thus:
Afnendofmmewhowabankerdldnatevenknowthat
her child was sick because of the nature of her job. She
barely spends time with her children because she believes
that her nanny is doing a good job. In the same vein, a child
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~can become a delinquent without the parent’s knowledge
(Female, 35:years, Civil servant, Awka).

Bueumof ﬁldingl .

It was generally observed that majority of the respondents agreed that there is a
relationship between parent’s socio-economic status and childrens’ involvement in
delinquent acts. This finding differs from the findings of Muola and Ngesa (2009) who
argued that there jis a weak relationship between juvenile delinquency and socio-economic

-status of parents but maintained that there is a relationship between family functions, social

status and juvenile delinquency.

»Howevg: ;nmms lcvel of income, level of occupation and level of education are

as significantly mﬂuencmg children’s involvement in juvenile

) delmqwency in Awka South Local Government area in Anambra state. These findings are

in line with the findings of Ebuehi (2011) where the parents’ socio-economic status was
posited to be one of the major determinants of the attitude of children towards delinquency.

It was also 6bserved that among the indicators of socio-economic status (income,

education and occupauon) that the income level of parents had the strongest influence on

. adnldrem

1t was ahc rweqhd that parent’s mvolvement in occupational position which deprives
- them of prapet supervision and upbringing of their children will necessitate their children’s
involvemnent in delinquent acts. These kind of parents neglect their children in a bid to

meet up with their economic needs in the home, such parental neglect later permeates the

- child’s entire schooling life and he easily falls prey to the myriads of competing socializing

forces in the school and at home from the house help or nannies most of which are in
negative direction. - - -

Conclusion

- The purpose of this-study was to investigate the influence of parent’s socio-economic

statusonjuvemledehmncy Parents socio-economic status ig based on their level of

. income, level of education amd: level of occupation and these play a very vital role in
dupmg the behaviour of childeem.in the society. The highly educated parents spend more

time working in offices and establishments and have little or no time for their children. It

" is generally observed that perents who are not formally educated and with low level of
:  occupation often spend time in mastilling discipline in their children. The implication is that

childrens’ involvement in delimguent acts is determined mostly by financial position of
their parents. Childten who are:exposed to money early are perceived to be more involved
in juvenile delinguency. Lack of parental supervision, peer pressure and lack of attention
bypmmuateshllplaymgnegatlvennpactonthebehavmnofchﬂdrenmoursocwty
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When children are not well taken care of, the family is already showing them the way o
delinquent behaviours. ,

Recommendations
Based on the findings of this research, the following recommendations are made:-

1.

Parents should realize that their children need their support because the affection
they receive from their parents revolves round their cognitive domain, thus in their
academic performances, attitudes, behaviours, and interests. .
Parents should also monitor the activities of their children both in the home and in-
school through their teachers.

Parents are encouraged not to lose grip of their children’s antl—soclal behaviouyss.
Children should not be left alone to choose any behaviour they like because such

‘may be inappropriate. Parents should not overlook their children’s anti-social

behaviours, such behaviours should be corrected immediately.
The success of socialization process is said to be the determinant of juvenile
behaviour. This means that if the agents of socialization are used pesitively,
juveniles will come up with positive behaviours that are relevant to the family and
society. In other words, parents should show profound affection, provide profound
care to their children which are fundamental to human beings.

Parents and children should try as much as possible to establish open
communication with one another as this will avail the parents the opportunity to
monitor and control the peer groups their children associate with. It will go a long

way in discouraging them from moving with bad eggs.
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