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Abstract

Genderandecomcrelaﬂonshmbeenthemaafdebatemeconomwam
Relationship between men and women in economic nexus appears to have impaired. we

subject them to litle access to. factors of production, which in turn limits women grg
potentials. Adopting fimctionalism as the theoretical. framework, this study was desigihe¥ §
compare gender and.economic relations among bands, chiefdoms and tribal societies. Spe

the study was designed to examine the subsistence strategies, gendered role patterns aud‘guﬂr
gaps in economic relations among these societies. The study found among other things.Wat
egalitarian gender relations exist among these societies. However, differentiation sets in as'sodidty
becomes stratified and more complex as is the case of the chiefdom. The study concludes that as

contact increased and soaenes become more centrahzed the egalitarian structure: m o

decrease

T
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Introduction "
Gender relations especially in economic actmtxes have been the - nmyvm,pf

underdevelopment and poverty in many societies. Relationship between men and women

in economic nexus impaired women and subjected them to little access to factors of
production which in turn limits women production potentials. This further W’
women economic:growth. For instance, United Nations Development Programme.
sees gender inequality as one of the highest obstacles to human developmmt.,

The difficulties facing women and girls are foremost source of inequality andmoﬂhe -
greatest barriers to human development progress. Thegendergapxswmdestmlogm B

development countries where the average HDI value is 13.8 percent lower for.

for men (UNDP, 2018).  In this paper, theconsmomlydelmtedmmxstocompmémr ‘

and economic relations among band societies, tribal or non-state societies and

The study sets to understand the prevalent subsistence strategies and gendered md’ =

economic relations. It pays attention to gendered gaps in economic relations.

Furthermore, the study tracks changes and factors responsible in gender and m '

relations.
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’Ihimxlyadopu stichalismi as the theoretical framework. The proponents of this
My as used here are Emile Durkheim and Bronislaw Malinowski (Ezeh, 2010).
Functionalists believe that society is made up of a system of interrelated parts that work
together to maintain the smooth operation of society. Functionalists argue that it is quite
ful to have men and wemen fulfil different roles in societies. The society is more
when tasks and responsibilities are allocated to particular individuals who were
soculmedtoﬁ:lﬁlwﬁcmles.

Takcott Parsons and: Robert Bale (Tlschler 2011) applied functionalist theory to the

‘mm Thiey argue that the division of labour and role differentiation by gender

$ of society organization and are functional to the society. They
b&\':ﬂﬁtﬁllociuyﬁmcuonsbestwhenthe males assume the instrumental role which
N relation ‘f~ betweénthenmnedaate society and the outside world while mother
stcaher cocrpics on the expressive role which focuses on relationship within the

Bexmpmwdcthelove andemotlonalsupportneededto sustain the

m uts;vdeﬂes A Brld Overview

Anfhropological studies have found varying social structures across the world. Among
. thepe societies are bands, tribal and chiefdoms. Band societies are small, loosely organized
grape of people thet tend to be politically autonomous and function with minimal
leadership (Kottak, 2008) People in most foraging societies live in monogamous, nuclear
howseholds. Family size is limited among foragers because of requirement not to exceed
" theféatrying caplicities of local environments (Ember Ember &Peregnne 2007 Kottak,
2“ ikvi!ﬂettl 2008)

IQ%:MMW(HW) is uudtoreferto societies mthamde range of econormic
amd i:dihed -otganizations. They include groups whose subsistence is based on
fomging, faritiing, horticulture, and/er pastoralisni (Schultz, Lavead & Dods, 2009).

" Chiefdoms are charaiterized by systems of social stratlﬁcauon Social relations . among
~ indiividails and Kinship groups are net founded on egalitarian principles but on hierarchical

v'mﬁmg*ofmle. “Tiws degree of segmentation and strength of hierarchy vary cross-

defdom mode of subsistence is based on mixture of foraging, farming,
Y {' wwmetal 2007; Haviland et-al., 2008; Schultz et al.,
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Gendered Patterns of Economic Relations v

The !Kung of Southern Africa and the Inuit of the North Amencan Arctlc are Was '
societies with band ‘structure. Anthropologists like Lee have been doing long:term
fieldwork among the {Kung and Damas and d’ Anglure, among the Arctic. Lee (1984/2083) -
reports that among the !Kung, subsistence activities are allocated by gender divisien of
labour, although assighment of tasks is not rigid. In general, women collect natural
vegetation, including more than 100 edible varieties:of plants, roots, fruits and nuts. Inall,
vegetable foods account for approximately 70 per cent of the !Kung diet. Mongogo-muts
are among the most prized foods and are available year-round from trees growing near
waterholes. According'to Lee’s ealculations based on extensive observation of subsistemce
activities, !Kung women spend 12 to 13 hours per week foraging. Lee (1984/20a3) further
reports that men also engage in gathering wild foods, although their allocation of time and

~ energy to this endeavour is much less than that of women. Men provide approximately 20 -
‘per cent of gathered foods. Lee states that men’s primary subsistence task is htmtingftnd

estlmates that the 'Kung spend 21 to 22 hours per week in subsistence activities.. .

Unlike the environment in which the !Kung live, the Arctlc regions of Canada and:!:he
United States present inhabitants with enormous difficulties. Resources are scarce.and
weather conditions often make subsistence activities hazardous (Damas, 1984). Beeshise
of environmental and resource constraints, settlements ‘are small. In general, shen-pre
responsible for hunting and fishing, and women engage in food preparation and gathening
available foods such as berries, algae and birds’ eggs. Women are also responsible for
childcare and for sewing, including making clothing, boots, boat cover and contdiners.
Cooperative labour of men and women occurs in inland communities during caribou
drives. Women and men also do fishing. Among coastal groups, women often engage in
hunting, fishing and catching birds near their settlements (d’ Anglure, 1984; Damas, 1984;
Ember et al.,, 2007; Haviland et al., 2008; Schultz et ak, 2009). In some communities, each
individual makes the tools and utensils that she or he uses, where as in others, men are-the
primary producers of equipment. It is the further report of (d’Anglure, 1984) that among
some Arctic peoples, daughters may be trained by their fathers to become hunters. .if a

father especially prefers tiis daughter or if he has no son, a daughter may accompanyher -

father on hunting expeditions and learn all the requisite skills. There is also empham on
the collective labour among men in coastal communities. : 4

The Navajo of South-western North America, the Nuer of Sudan, the Luo of Kenys,: the
Iroquois of North-eastern North America, the Jivaro of Peru and the Igbo of South-eastern
Nigeria are among the societies classified as tribal or non-state societies. Many classic
ethnographies have also been recorded among these groups. Kluckhon and Leighton
(1962) recorded that among the Navajo, control of land was vested in matrilineal clans that
allocated their territery to extended family unit or outfits as they have been called.
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Sheepherding combined with horticulture is of economic jmportance.: Both men and
~ . wormen individually owned sheep. They noted that in the context of Navajo economic
‘parsuits, gender constructs essentially validate the equality and autonomy of women and
' Zondn. - Although 2 gender-based division of labour was idealized, actual behaviour was
. 1}ittle constrained. by :it. Both men and women worked in farming and sheepherding.
. Women usually performed domestic tasks, but men engaged in food, preparation when
' necessary;Childcare too was primarily a concern for women but men also attended to their
‘children’sirieeds:and.gave them a great deal of emotional support. Besides, among the
" Navajo, beth-women and men are independent owners of sheep and retain their distinctive
- control regardiess of dge or marital status. Even though accumulation of wealth and rank
mwmm Hecame important oomponents in the Navajo social order, gender was
ﬁaveu: asmcnﬁ:g factor in the system '

Amng theNucr Evans-Pritchard (1951) recorded that subsistence modes combine cattle
‘herding aad horticulture. However, despite the substantial contribution of grains to their
diet, Nuer ideology stresses the dependence of people on their cattle. Cattle are an
ampmtant -sburce-of food for the Nuer. An economic division of labour rigidly allocates
i taskesto neen and women among the Nuer. Cattle herding is the job of men and boys who
 have undetgione ritual initiation into adulthood usually at about age 15. In addition, man’s
: productive roles indlude fishing and hunting. Women, girls and uninitiated boys are not
= allowed to take cattle to-grazing lands. Instead, they are responsible for milking the
~i:animals; s:task:performed twice a day. Women also tend gardens, principally growing

“millet andmaize. just as. they are responsible for childcare and domestic tasks (Evan-
- Pmchaxd, 31951 'Emberet al., 2007 Havﬂand et al., 2008; Schultz et al., 2009).

: dLuowhsistende was | hnsedma mixture of cattle herding and farming, although like the
*>iNuer, catiepastoralism dominated their activities and their ideology. Okeyo (1980)
 f'reconds that-1and for farming end grazing, was held by kinship groups organized into

panlmea@es Lineages allpcated land for use to men within the group. Men then allotted

{andsuse rights-tb their ‘wives: and sons. . Therefore, men received land rights by
membcshp in-patrifineages while women obtained land through magriage. However,
- once a vanmin received land for use, she controlled the product:onand distribution of crops
resultmg from her labour. - -

-+ Iroquojarzecoriomies weré based on horticulture, centred on production of mai_ze, beans
. +-amd squagh. When new fields were needed, men prepared them for planting. Women

' pérformed all-other farming work including planting and tending crops. Women also did
~+-most of the hddwedting although men occasionally helped in this activity. In addition,
.. women gathered-wild foods mcluding a wide assortment of fruits, nut and roots. Finally,
«they. were responzilile: for domestic tasks and childcare. Men’s subsistence roles included

-
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huntmgandﬁshmgtomwlementthebaswplantd;etandtmdmgwﬁhothernatme xople
for animal skins (Lafitau, 1974; Abler, 2004). ,

Among the J ivaro, Meggers (1971) recounts that women conmbuted substant:ally to. thcu'
households. They are responsible for planting, tending and harvesting crops notably
manioc, sweet potatoes and squash. These products supply most of the Jivaro’s subsistence
needs, although they are supplemeated by fish and animal meat provided by men. Jivaro
women also control and, perform garden rituals that must be enacted to ensureagoodpmg.
Women are believed to have a special relationship with plants. Jivaro culture thus mdows

- women with a critical role linking subsistence to.the supcmamral realm. Womqe
‘significantly responsible not only for ensuring success in their own productive activities

but their ritual knowledge is also necessary for men’s success in hunting (Meggers, 1971
meer etal., 2007; Schultz et al., 2009).

The Igbo of Eastern ngena can be described as polystructural soc1ety Much

has been done among the Igbo but lack consensus as a result of this polystmcm .

Ottenberg (1968) records that as other Igbo, Afikpo subsistence is based on horticulture.
Tasks are strongly demarcated according to gender. Men plant yams, considered the staple
crop. Rice, a recently introduced product, is the only plant grown by both men and women;
women plant and harvest all other crops including manioc, cocoyam, maize and okra, Even
when work has a collective focus, tasks are demarcated according to gender. For example,
men harvest yams, but women and children carry the yams to the household yam barn.
Other subsistence and household activities in Afikpo are likewise allocated accordmg to
gender. Men make bambeo frames for Aﬁkpo houses, women collect and carry mud for
house walls. Men obtain fish from nearby rivers, women fish in ponds and streams, qu
put on the frames, women smoothen it when dry. Gender differentiation extends to cradis,
women are potters, men make mats (Ottenberg, 1968). In addition to their direct fanming
activities, women are respon51ble for processing crops once harvested, prepanngmali,
carrying loads and caring for children.

Green (1964) recorded that among the Umueke Aghaja Igbo, subsistence strategy: w
based on farming-and market exchange. Land for farming was held by kinship groups

organized into patrilineages. Lmeagesallocatedhndforusetomenthhmthem'

Men then allotted land-use rights to their wives and sons. Therefore, men received land
rights by membership in patrilineages while women .obtained land through marriage.
However, once a woman received land for use, she controlled the production and
distribution of crops resulting from her labour. Umueke Agbaja subsistence strategy was

based on agriculture. When new fields were needed, men prepared them for planting.

Women performed all-other farming work including planting and tending crops. Women
also did most of the harvesting of crops, except yam, although men occasionally helpp&m
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Sl uiivity: In'addition, women gathered wild foods including a wide assortment of fruits,
suty snd roots. Finally, both men and women were responsible for domestic tasks and
X Men’s subsistence roles included hunting and fishing to supplement the basic
&Mm wnh o'lhenmwe peoples for farm produce

The Hiuda and “Tlingit ofthe CMn Pacific Coast and the erlle of Liberia are among _
thé societies nonmny refen‘ed to a8 chiefdoms. Among the Haida and Tlingit, men and
mmenboﬂ: s economtic roles. Men fished and hunted and women gathered
it and phatiine resources. Wornen hud important decision-making rights in economic
dh wifttisi thie liouseholds and in intergroup trade. They participated with men in
miing dnd hosting family and ceremonial potlatches which validated and increased the
stitiis Of their kin groups. Blackman (1982) reports among the Haida and Tlingi that both.
men and women benefited from potlatches in numerous ways. They receive gifts as guests
and could functton as hosts Many types of potlatches were given by either gender
< s» ..~’.~/‘ b" e A‘ - ‘
i anothér deVeloptmm, erlle economy is based on farming, providing both food for
“$ibffistence and surplus sold for cash income. Rice is the most important crop, although a
j%(&netyafotﬁcrfwas is grown including manioc, yams, okra, bananas, citrus fruits
‘md'péanuts’ Some phases of farming are joint activities of men and women and others are
~genfler-liiked. Men cit down tree in fields in preparation for planting. Then women and
ien Eledr e h‘%im of uridérgrowth. Men and women engage in farming, although the
;#apsprodweﬁ are distitict Men are tesponsible for producing rice, supplies of other foods
“dre in the worten’s d0mix aid ‘are obtained by their labour (Glbbs 1965; Schultz et al.,
*we b ‘lefaf 2007; Havﬂandetal 2008).

ad re& M int Ecortomic Rellﬁons
¢ Kuihg, & san-speaking people of Botswana and Namibia, provide an example of a
foraging band society where equality between women and men is manifested in many
cultural practices and beliefs. Disparities between women and men in time allotted to food
eollectmg are eqtiblided by differences in other kinds of labour as women are more ofien
gaged in féod Mon and other household duties. Although men expended more
s and energy in Subwistence work than women did, (Lee, 1984/2003) their contribution -
‘%0 total calorié imake filess. Women’s greater productivity despite less tlme-expended
"ma fny‘the facfﬁrat“nﬂm s 'suceess rate in hunting is uppreclably lower than women’s
" ratt" iﬂ f&oﬂ colleciing '

Lee (1984/2003) tepotts’ Mﬁoﬁa men and women of: 'Kung -have ‘equal rights. This
eéquality manifests on sexuiil betisiviour before, during and outside marriage. Lee notes
that another ack'of evidence of male dominance is that physical vwlence against women
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in the form of wife beatir agdrapelsrare Thelattermﬁaetlsoftenreportedtobc;’ B
absent. The former, though it occurs occasionally, is socially condemned. The K
culture of equality is supported by subsistence activities of women and men, Bmhg(w
make vital contributions to their households. Although their economiic roies sre
nonnatlvely different, there is actual flexibility in an individual’s behavioyr.  The
constellation of behaviours and attitudes that !Kung culture prefers, supports eqmﬁw ﬂ'd
autonomy for its members, regardless of gender or. of any other principle Qf soeitl
categorization (Lee, 2003/2013; Barnard, 2007).

T

d’Anglure (1984) reports that male dominance among Arctic peoples is tempered by
several practices. First, though residence pattern tends to favour patrilineal bonds, couples
typically begin married life residing with the wife’s kin. They may rémain there until
several children are bomn and the marriage is assumed stable. Second, attitudes toward

premarital sexual activities are equally permissive concerning girls and boys. Although

there is some pressure for an unwed to marry her child’s father, it is not intense. Thixd,
flexibility in subsistence activities also lessens tendencies for male dominance bacansg i
publicly recognizes the fact that tasks can be performed equally well by either womes:ex
men. Women’s participation in hunting and fishing demonstrates their ptodneian
contributions to their households. Fourth, decision making tends to involve people who
are directly concerned in the focal actmty Men make decisions regarding their tasks and
women do likewise. Although, men’s opinion carries more weight, in decisions mvolv;ng

movement or settlements Final factor is that absence of warfare in Arctic eommunmes ‘

may mitigate male dominance. In sum, Arctic cultures manifest tendencies toward male
dominance but they also contain support for egalitarian gender relations (d’Anglure, 1984).

Witherspoon (1975) reports that the underlying egalitarian nature of Navajo- soclety
remained strong, despite the economic and political changes of the nineteenth century.
Gender roles were differentiated in some endeavours but overlap was also charactenshc
of actual bebaviour. Balance between women and men were enacted on a daily basis in
the work people performed and‘in the quality of their social interactions. Afﬁxongh
egalitarian gender rejations among the Navajo have contmued to persist, recent econom;c
transformations have altered productive roles and contnbutlons of women and men to thejr

households. Household composition itself has changed in many areas of the Nava_]o nation:

(Witherspoon, 1975).

Evans-Pritchard (195 l) explams that male dommance ‘among the Nuer is demonstrated in

attitudes and behaviours that give greater social value to men than to women. Men and -
women’s relatxonshlp to cattle is a significant reflection of 1deolog1cal value accorde(f to

the gender categories. In the context of Nuer subsistence, women’s work with the cattle is

directly productive because they are responsible for milking the cows. Nevertheless itis
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oven whomrsylibnhdlllyrlﬂndm cattle and who perform the socially prestigious work
me 12 Itaddmm:,menanetheowmofcattle,theymakc
decisions’ conceming “théit use and distribution, they employ cattle in exchanges for
lmmage pﬁymmt of debts, andonceremomai occasions.
O - Lfﬂ’? bhbfsrw Aarriinds fonT Lo
] wgh'that imd:ﬁn fatmmg and: grazmg, was hcld by kinship groups
i ﬁhugesallocatediandfutusetomenwﬁhmthegm\m

s b asiieconomic init if husband and wife was essentially cooperative. Despite
lﬁaoonn&webkmhlpwhuom, preferences for patrilocal residence and inheritance of
‘hndlue i wthnmghmen,lmwomenhadsome degree of independence and autonomy
hir mtial contribution: to household subsisténce and their control over
istribution of ¢ mPs ‘Their rights: to land and the social recognition of their productive
w*nf'sﬁmm heirs to patrilineages gave women a more important social position
thiah ric ”bfomer pam'alpeoples such as the Nuer (Okeyo, 1980).
13[ zu‘ﬂf Y m 1R )
Among tie Thogioi I..aﬁtau (1974) records that in general, traditional norms sanctioned
equahty and hmcinémy of women and men. All people had rights to make decisions
 thieir dctivities. No individual bad rights to impose his or her will ‘on others.
‘I‘hé dw&dt%fhbmn anrong Iroquomns therefore separated tasks of men and women.
whuted resources and goods through their labour. Men and women in a
u: Jérfotmed complémentary tasks, all necessary for the functioning and survival
of the proup.” C@tnblmons of both women and men were highly valued. Their works
pocislly tecognized and rewarded (Lafitau, 1974; Abler, 2004).

Amoug the Jivaro, Meggers (1971) recounts, that women contributed substantially to their

_honseholds They are responsible for planting, tending, and harvesting crops notably

manioc, sweeet potatoes and squash. These products supply most of the Jivaro’s subsistence
pecds, although they are supplemented by fish and animal meat provided by men. Jivaro
makdeonuolandpetformgardennmalsthatmustbeenactedtoensureagoodcrop ‘
'Wtﬁien aré believed to have a special relationship with plants. Jivaro culture thius endows
wOm wlﬁheﬂhcalrolehnhngsubswtencetothesupemaumlreahn Women are
i ible not only for ensuring success in their own productive activities
Ntheunthihmwledge is also necessary for men’s success in hunting (Meggers, 1971).

Mmg the Igbo, an important feature of the economy is the reliance on market trades
‘ \pmmnlybywomen. Women’s control over local trade is a key to their ability
fo establid "'ﬁhﬂ&w of independence and autonomy. Women sell farm produce and
bandicrafts gﬁ'd'm mfregmﬁal markets to others who buy goods for their own households
or' who buy for resale o local villagers. Some women are able to make sizeable profits in
these exchanges. Through ﬂ!mr control over market activities and the money they receive
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through trade, women-establish independence in their household. Data from Afikpo: Igbo

pmwdemghwmmmpsbemna&ngMesandmalstm(ﬁmnbug,
1968). - LT

Green (1964) records that among the Umueke, Agbaja Igbo women wielded much power
because of the role they play in the ecomontic: and faniily life. Among this groap, women
are the: ‘¢hief’ breadwintiery.: Adthough’ the: men-contsibite, the women: eonmbus»

greater share of the stkmat family food, buying alsc other food items like saltwilb el

money. Furthermore; werten have'many sources of ineeme-which include selling&es
trading on tobacco and sometimes, selling of fowls. They also sell surplus farm prodice
to get money. Their role in the economy and househeld put them:on advantageipver | méh

who admit normally that the women feed them. Based on this, women.can deny menfood -
to bring them to'order-when they misbehave. Most of the time, the -caring of children is -
left for the men 'whexr weomen are out for market engagements. Green (1964, L71) states
that “the fathers of the small chlldren would oﬁen be found leﬁ in charge whlle the mot’her_

was at the market’

e

Green (1964) records that even when the womemkiﬂ the hvestock of men found etbmg'
their crop; men wouldnot take any court action:because women will always win. 'Ihcmen'

believe that womett own them and would always defend any killing. The only. optlon u i
take your killed livestock before the women eatitup. Green(1964) states thatoeoas nalh
menwouldusehmnmrtocomplamofthewomendommance Shesays: = . 1

The men would tell the women that they took unfa:r advantage of them

- when a male child was born by holding it upside down so that its head.
touched the ground or by putting a foot on its face to show. theu'
dominance (p. 176). :

Unlike Iroquoian culture which thoroughly supports gender equality in 1deobg:eal mi

material forms, Igbo culture conveys mixed messages. Male dominance is verbmlized snd
enacted through contrasting demeanours of men and women and through some restrictions

on women’s participation. However, individual women are able to assert their:
indepenidence through their critical control over economic.exchange. i

Chiefdoms are characterized by systems of social stratification. Social relations m

individuals and kinship groups are not founded on egalitarian principles but on heratclnml
ranking of people. The degree of segmentation and strength of hierarchy vary cross-
culturally. Blackman (1982) reports among the Haida and Tlingit, that both men aﬁd
women benefited from potlatches in numerous ways. They receive gifts as guests and
could function as hosts. Many types of potlatches were given by either gender category. In
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eqwhty in the potlateh system was demonstrated by the fact that sons and

depghters were eqally .. .
deaghter’s birth, naming, puberty, marriage and other accomplishments were celebrated
publicly.

"Evea thougﬁ Tlmglt and Haida cultural constructs validated the equality of women and

: mén, womer are sociahzed to be somewhat deferential toward their husbands. Wives were
their | husbands in daily activities. Women owned property and had
1ize f@tstodlsposeofltastheychose A woman’s property remained her own
a&r mamase and did not merge with that of her husband’s. The principle of individual
0ds and houses worked against women, though in the event of divorce or the
f hushands 1982, Ember et al., 2007; Haviland et al., 2008; Schultz et
09). Pecific eogst cu]tutes conveyed complex messages about women’s and men’s
rity In some domams, ‘separation of tasks and rights were clearly

igten: actlvmes were allocated according to gender, rights to inheritance -
" : so that women inherited goods from their mothers and men
inherited property and titles from their Mother’s Brothers (MBs). However, egalitarian
v;hpt;on of. wom and men was a prevailing principle and led to the essential
independence and wonomy of both (Blaclnna.q, 1982). However, a turn to the Kpelle
gende support the “belief in the formal superiority of men over
ameri” (Gibbs ?1665,9.230) Nevertheless, examination of the roles and rights of women
and men reveals tfpt ‘women make sxgmﬁcant recognized contributions to their families
and have both economic and social independence despite the public control exercised by
men. Moreover, Glbbg (1965) reports that a couple farms on land allotted to men as heads
s withiii patrifineages. Land controlled by patrilineages is.awarded to men as
the last lmkmacham ofhle:axchlealjunsdlcnon because all Kpelle land are said to be
ownied by parsmount chiefs, each of whom controls his own territory. Although men are
the holders of land-use rights, women have a great deal of control over the produce of the
lat;!. They l;llke decmons about which crops to grow and in what amount. In addition,
erTin pIa.nung of ather crops on acreage'allotted to them by their husbands.

Qmp dieeoniml over the income from these individual posts’ (p. 201).

In nmmary variations in -gender constructs are linked to participation in household
eocllomles and in comnumity affairs. Among the Haida and Tlingit women had important
n-making n?ts in economic distribution within the households and in intergroup

[hey. giast led with men in planning and hostmg family and ceremonial

el . andmcrelmdthestamsofthexrhngroups.Womensequahty ‘

efore lmmfecfed in critical spheres of social life. Among the
cligiou preeepts stress men’s superiority but women maintain

I g -
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some autonomy and rights to decision making because of their productive farmmg x'olz
and their control over other produce of their labour.

Changing Gender and Economlc Relations: Causatlve Factors o
Modemnization and glabalization have been seen as the factors that cause changes in gender
and economic relations among the world’s cultures. Every other factor is subsumed under
these. For example, modernization bnngs systematic, predictable changes in gender roles.
The impact of modemization operates in two key phases: one, industrialization brings
women into the paid workforce and dramatically induces migration in search for industrial
works (Ember, Ember & Skoggard, 2004; Waldman, 2005). Women attain literacy and
greater educational opportunities. Women are enfranchised and begin to participate in
representative government. Two, the post-industrial phase brings a shift toward greater
gender equality as women rise in management and the professions and gain. pqhﬂqx} -
influence within elected and appointed bodies. Over half of the world has not yet entered S
this phase; only the more advanced industrial societies are currently moving on ths
trajectory (Inglehart & Pippa, 2003; Carrier, 2005; Hann & Hart, 2011).

According to Inglehart and Pippa (2003), an extensive literature in demography, saciology,
anthropology and social psychology has documented the familiar yet profound
transformation of sex roles associated with the process of societal modernization. One,
virtually all preindustrial societies emphasize childbearing and child rearing as the ce tral -

goal for women and their most important function in life, along with tasks like food
production and preparation at home; jobs in the paid workforce are predominately male.

In post-industrial societies, gender roles have increasingly converged because of a =~ -
structural revolution in the paid labour force, in educational opportunities for women and

in the characteristics of modern families. Two, in most affluent countries, people are
marrying later than in previous generations and having fewer children.

Three, a rapid increase in premarital cohabitation is challenging the once-privileged
position held'by marriage. More and more women espegially those who 4re married have
entered the paid labour force creating the transition from male breadwinner to dual-eaming
families. Four, although the gender gap in rates of economic participation is narrowing,
women’s and men’s roles in the labour force continue to differ. Women still have to juggle
the demands of family responsibilities and market work and they hold different jobs than
men do, often with lower status and rewards. These social trends raise.questions about
long-established moral values and attitudes toward the family and gender roles that were |
once taken for granted. Traditional family values have by no means disappeared but they _ _
appear to be under greater strain in postmodem societies. ,
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Conclusion R ¢ COTIYes ] d . B
. Gender and ‘ecor_xpmrc relations have taken multrd1sclplmary perspectlves From
"anthropofogiéal Hes , ‘this ‘stady investigates ethnologically, gender and economic
rehuons among band socletles, tribal societies and chiefdoths: The:study staited by briefly

exp ining these" ‘'societies from anthropological outlook. We observe that gender and

écénomxe relations fon‘dwéa ¢galitarian nature among ‘the band>Tthe values attached to
snbsxstence activities are complementary and as such, contribution of each gender category
is valued Among the band, Weé'also observe thiat there s 1id itiaiked: differentiation-and

_accumulation of wealth is by no means a necessary ideology. Every day, they forage for
thelr needs. This has al$o Ted to the title of original affluent soclety (Barnard, 2007)

th sedentary subsistence strategy, social dlﬁ‘erentratlon began and relative

”\’r‘a’rfmﬁ‘ ‘ “‘3?&:8 ‘inafof SEHP S Rduction. With men in control of lind;it is reasoned that

women are sub;ugated. However, thefe is level of egalitarianiont inwardly: This is so
because, there is sﬁllvaluatlon on the relatlve contnbutlon of each gender category
B R R PN prpriin b

However with stratification as ‘marked by chiefdom, inequality began to set in albert
Jomi . With' accmnulatlon and centralization of resources, we observe that polanty
th “gdnd&“ ories' percolate. * Therefore, uneqaal gender: and economic
relauons evolved as lmman master actively the laws governing nature. The study however
recommends a furﬂier companson to accommodate state societies especially industrial
socreﬁes '
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