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Abstract . e
The smdymmzued the relmbzhtatwn of inmates in Klqe Hdmm Security Correctional .)ervzpe, i
Abuyja, North Central, Nigeria. The objectives of the .s'tudy were to ascertain the effects of the : J
rehabilitation programmes on the lives of the inmates, identify the existing policies of

rehabilitation programmies and to find out if condition in the correctional centre or access 10 basic
needs affects inmate’s participation in the rehabilitation programmes. The study adopset’ ﬂy
reformative theory as the theoretical orientation. Mixed ‘méthods research design was used't:
the study. Questionnaire-and #n-Depth Interview (ID]) Guide were the quantitative and qualitative
instruments. of data collection used in this study. A sample size of 150 was used in the stidy-amd - .
the target population consisted of convicted inmates. Data collected from the questionngire weve :
' processed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software. Findings of the sy i
indicated that while the programmes will impact positively on the lives of inmates on. thelr i
reintegration inta the society,.they were fairly successful dwe to lack of funds and equxpmeut. Also,
findings of the study showed that Kuje Medium Security Correctional Service has not succ
achieved the rehabilitative objective according to the Nigerian Prison Act which is to reﬁmn and
rehabilitate inmates to be good and useful citizens instead the traditional punitive method is still
very much in practice. Therefore, the study recommends that Correctional Service shoukd be
adequately funded to aéqlane state of the arts eqmpment to enhance effective rehabilzmtm of I
inmater. :
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Introduction
In recent time, recxdmsmha& not on.ly been on the increase but has becomeamajw socul
problem affecting the society; governments, multinational humanitarian organizations and
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iQwmyi, 2015) ). Discharged inmates find it difficult to reintegrate into the
i some social and cu ultural factors which seem o inhibit all efforts geared
Rt T every ciVic society, the Correctional Centre ought to be more
it Bete: onbutaplace where inmates or potefitial 6ffenders are resocialized

- and prepl!ed for their final reintegration into the society. Regrettably, this has not turned
out to be so. Available evidence indicates that inmates or offenders in most countries of
the world, partiowlarly ifi:tHird world countries such as Nigeria, have not been able to
reintegrate into the society:{(Dijoke, 2013). It has been rioted that Nigerian correctional
institutions have proved dysfunctional rather than serve as avenue for reconciling the
offender with the $6&ial ordee:diid its laws; the Correctional-Cettre has become a centre
. for the dissemination and exchange of criminal influences and ideas and centre for human
rights abuse. This has usually rendered the prison processed oﬁ'enders unable to reintegrate

into the soclety (Ugwuoke ZOM

Ayuk, Owan and Ekok (2013) itﬁ'xbuted this to the general paucity in infrastructure,
. policies, worksBops and corrupt disposed system which have made the prison conditions
terrible and incapable of guaranteeing the expected reformation of inmates. Again, the
- radic shi& in penal phﬂosophy and prison management globally which emphasizes the
. fdﬁfﬁﬁ s4fion of the reason for individual’s anti-social behavior for treatment with the hope
that the. Qﬁ'ender is reintegrated into the society not as a social misfit but reoriented and
‘eqmpped for productive life, has posed a challenge to Nigeria Correctional Service.
Ugwaioks, R010). ebserved that Nigeria Correctional Service preaches reformation and
rehgbilitation Matsin. practice advocates for retributive punishment. He maintained that
-punishment contimues even after discharge from the Correctional Centre due to public
“attityde:towards inmates-as they are branded and treated as ex-convicts and.cansequently
“violating the fundemental human rights of the offenders, which however is the greatest
“gbstacle to ¥ discharged-inmate’s reintegration. This stigma is emphasized by the legal or
“sthte’ iaw‘whxch*!o defines the discharged inmates. Therefore, the law as it exists today
tigtizes - the dlschtrged inmate and prevents him from reintegrating

; imge - accomghing to Section 2(4) of the ngenan Prison Act (2000) is

410 endeavor to identify the reapgm for anti- social behavior of the offenders; to train,
rehpbilitate and reform them to be good and useful citizens (Ugwuoke, 2010). It is
. thergfore expected that recidivism will decrease if the objective of correction is achieved
by planning andpro%yop&mhahhtahon of inmates. This will enable them to be
law abiding citizens of b society and engage in productive activities for their daily living
on release from the Correcﬁqu] Centre. However, because of its colonial origin, prisons
“in Nigeria were designed fo#i@xr intended to be punitive rather than reformative or
&Mﬁmﬁsons Hené.é, ithistes were used mainly for public works and other jobs




«)

NNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY AWKA R
- Jaurnal of Sociology " *" 1 VoL7Ne.1, Ocmberml

for the colomal administrators as a form of pumslnnent (Investigating Human ﬁm
2009).

. Therefore, in Nigeria crnmnal behavmrs and dehnquency have become connncn )

occurrences, armed robbery, kidnapping, drug trafficking, fraud, traffic offence, n
murder and theft have become more serious to tackle as they have manifested with ew
methods and techniques. The nefarious activities of Boko Haram today in terms of
bombing, hijacking and life threatening incidences are worrisome. These high rates of
criminal behaviors and manifestation with new methods and techniques dre of great
concem to the society, rehabilitation social workers and other behavior modifiérs (Diyoke,
2013). Convicted criminals are sentenced to Correetional Centres for purpose of
rehabilitation, in most cases however, the providers of rehabilitation services are eitheér ilj-
equipped -or inadequate to give wholesome services that can affect inmates’ “ives
positively. Rehabilitation services are notable for their pivotal role in changing lives of the
inmates; unfommately they are either not there or grossly madequate

It is therefore disheartening to see that a crucial aspeéct of identifying inmates’ needs is

grossly neglected in Nigeria. This is the crux of the matter. For rehabilitation services to

help Correctional Service inmates to develop social and- vocational skills, keep ‘them

meaningfully busy, change their attitudes and behavior so that they will have bé‘lter

understanding of themselves and the society, their felt needs must be addressed so ag'to
enable them get employment and advance more educatienally after serving their temis. It

is against this background:that this study examined the rehabilitation programmes of
Nigerian Correctional Service with particular reference to Kuje Medium Seturity

Correctional Service, Abuja, North Central, Nigeria.

Statement of the Problem

~ Reformation and rehabilitation of inmates has not been effective as every year critnipals

who become more hardened and deadly are released as against changed- individuals
expected by the society. Civil Liberty Organization (1993) reported that the prison i§ just
where one learns one or two mistakes that led to one being arrested, so that inrhatés get
smarter by. sharing experiences with more learned colleagues. In line with this, Adelaja
(2009) moied that prisoners in Nigeria are left unoccupied with constructive and positive
activities and are likely to-perfect their criminal acﬁ‘vrtres through the leamning of new
tricks from other inmates. -~

Earlier Odekunle (1981) observed that the contemporary cnmmal justice system jis
incapable of controlling crime because it operationally tilts against the poor and urider
privileged members of the society. He argued that criminal laws are enacted, broken apd
sanctioned differentially within a certain socio-economic and pohtrcal context. According
to him, their mode of operations and other attributes of the agencles of prevention, control
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and osl“esnmemmsw rather than reduce the crime problem. He therefore
agencies by their mode of operations are sifting system where the great
ﬂ%w.’l sereencd off tp-Jegal-innocence and freedom, and the smaHl ones are
;ch 1981: 26) One consequence of this is that the Correctional Centres
y.peqeive almost l;alfd-&on they have reformed and rehabilitated. :

N\, e < BEN

qundm (NQS) argued that the state of the Nigeria Correctional Service was equally
emcrbuted hy the dominga¢ military leadership that Nigeria has experienced since
. . The military in its years of political leadesship-saw the prison as a punitive

mstlt\mn and thus did pot. give it any attention as to develop its infrastructure’ and

pmdmm: Qgundipe (2006;.29). noted that “the military did not periodically visit the
.peisans b ut only made sure.that those they had detained were not allowed any measure of
somfort®. Furthermore, the prison.system in Nigeria is regarded as ‘the least developed
 mstitutiont in‘the criminal justige sector. No new prison has been constructed in more than

forty years and the prison population continues to grow (Osayi, 2015). The Prison Act of -

., 1945 nying regulations have not been reviewed for over 50 years. It is equally
‘noﬁcwom lm'o;bat mostof the persons in the prison custody who are primarily the cause
-of 1 the, deg,xre not convicts but persons awaiting trial. For instance, in Kuje
Secyrity . Correctional Service, while lamenting the problem of overcrowding of
mmatq,ﬂ the Depnty Controller in charge, DCP Musa Tanke said that while the
tigpal Service was meant for 500 inmates, the prison currently harbers over 850

woply. 150 as ccmncted criminals leavmg 700 people as. awaiting trials (The

In Kuje Correctional Service like every other Correctional Service in Nigeria, the fsSue of
overcrowding and substandard living conditions has led ta violence and riots amopg
fmates fp Koge Gomectional Service. The March 2842007 tiot which resulted in the death *
of six | 2 gpd left many others injured easily comes to mind (Amnesty International,

e pravaiking poar conditions (poor feeding, toilets, beddings) which the officials

be G { : and inmates are subjected to have provided a fertile ground for
e !pd ;'eyolt Indeed, most of the incidents of jailbreak that have been recorded in
uptry wewe occasioned . by the unbearable inbuman situation in our prisons

. T 2910). In view of the aforementioned problems, this study examined the

aaa

hpn’ programmes for inmates in Kuje Medium Security Con'ecuanal Service

10X gmded this study:
mhablhtatlon programmes in Kuje Medium Secm'xty
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2. How effective are,the rehabilitation policies in addressing the problems of infnates
| in Kuje Medium Security Correctional Service Abuja, North Central, Nigeria?, :-
3. How does condition in the Correctional Servige or access to basic needs afféct

_dinmates’ participation in rehabilitation programmes in Kuje Medmm Sectnty
Correctional Service Abuja, North Cemral, ngena?
Review of Related Hterature e
Rehabilitation Services and Programmes in ngeria Correchonal Service

. The radical shift in penal philosophy and prison management globally which emphasms :

the identification of the reason for individual’s anti-secial behavior for treatment with ghe
hope that the offender is reintegrated into the society not.as a social misfit but reoriented
and equipped for productive life has necessitated Nigeria Correctional Service to shift feam
the punitive idea of imprisonment to reformation andl rehabilitation of offenders .Howetts, .
in Nigeria, available studies indicate that most rehabilitation programmes or servioss -
provided in Nigeria Correctional Service are largely influenced by the popularity of sugh - .
programmes as well as the necessary facilities that are required for the actualization of
such programmes. :

H

For insfance, Asokhia and Osumah (2013) conducteda,smdy to determine the availsbili ty "

and status of rehabilitation services in- Nigeria Correctional Service using six Prisons in
Edo State .The instrument that: was used to gather data for the study is a checklist titted,
Adapted Rehabilitation Services in Nigeria Prisons in Edo State Checklist (ARSNPESC),
originally developed by Welfare Departmcnt of Nigeria Correctional Service (2011).
Results of the study showed that it is only religious services that are available in-all the
Correctional Services in Edo State. Asokhia and Osumah (2013) attributed this to: s
popularity of Christianity and Muslim religion in the eountry. Other rehabilitation servicés
or programmes such as carpentry and tailpring were: available in only four out of the six
Correctional Serv1ces respectively while for instance, adult and remedial educationnl
programmes were only provided in Correctional Services that have- class" sooms
Agricultural skills acquisition namely, farming metheds, animal husband1y -and - graug
work programmes were only available in two Correctional Service out of six Corvectiénsl
Services. For the recreational services, football and indoor games (card, ludo and. desft):
were played in all the Correctional Service while table tennis was played in two out:of flis.
six Correctional Services. Again, “this was not unconnected with the non-availability:of
facilities for games in-some Correctional Service as well as Correctional Service fasia
centres”, (Asokhia & Osumah 2013: 6).

LoEee e i

The study was howevet limited by the fact that it was not mmed at determm:agtbcm
or how relevant these programmes.are to the inmates er offenders in Edo State Corractionl
Services. In another study conducted by Tanimu (2010) on “Nigeria Correctional Servies
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?ﬂmMmMMKadum Correctional Services’, data were collected
‘with theuse of a:stractured questionnaire, documentary source and d:rect observation. The
findings indicased that in terms of its facilities, personnel and programmes, the prisons are
'mwwmmmhabﬂmungpnsoners He therefore conchuded that the
rebabilitation rhetoric is common but the business of confinement: still dominates the
' Nigerian peaal practices. Results of the study indicated that 64.6% of his sampled inmates
. were of the opinion that the prison is an instrument of oppression. Only 22.6% perceived
fbm‘am

wmmﬁw and narrative analysis of the patterns, trends and control
sof fomnale i in Nigeria:from 1983 to 1992, Ozo-Eson (2004) observed that the

Mm -of incarcerated female offenders from the perception of both female
.offemdels aupd the - criminal justice efficials are largely apprehension, prosecution and
m only 25% of the sampled respondents discerned elements of rehabilitation
md  teaidiing, religious knowledpe and campaign against crime. Furthermore, majority
55%) of the sampled inmates described the measure as relatively effective.

| Though the research was basically on female inmates, her findings notwithstanding further
yovealed that the:comtrol mechanisms of both male and female offenders were not different.
Fhe:acholar suggested that “govemment should do more by provxdmg the basic needs for

m;nbmomues, etc. than just locking individuals up in prisons™ (Ozo-Eson,
m4:93);

wm Progunmel and Policies on Offenders in Nigerian
Cerrectipuial Service

On: the impact of rehabilitation programmes on inmates, Uche, Uche, Ezumah, Ebue,

- Oleafor and Ezegbe (2015) investigated the effectiveness of such programmes in Enugu

A gyl Sexvice from the perception of the inmates. A total of 145 inmates constituted
a gtady participants. One of the findings of the study shows that the entire ‘sampled

fmenages spaitained that rehabilitation programmes exist in the Correctional Service. These

.Wﬂhﬂuy arts/crafis, carpentry, tailoring and welding. Assessment of these

‘Wﬁy&mwsshommatﬂxepmgmmmes were successful, as 85% accepted

jiation programmes have impacted positively on their lives by teaching
Mﬁobmmeywﬂlmlmonrelease Knowledge of these skills will equip
kmmmwwpewuhhfeoutsxdetheCMmalSemce

- The study further 1ht:&d “lack of ﬁmd/madequate funding, lack of physical
infastructures, poor mawpgesnent/administration and breakdown of equipments as
bbetacles to their rehabilitatiy” (Uche, et al, 2015:169). The finding is in agreement with
ummmm'moz)wmchmmcawdmatmmmemngwasa
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majorconsuamtwhlchhmpcsbothrehablhtanonandaﬁamre of inmates. Therm :
work however did niot involve correctional officers neither did it involve thosemm
from the Correctional Sezvioe after rehabilitation. .
Uche et al (2015) suggested that the prison authorities should provide eaming schemes te
inmates to enhance their effective rehabilitation and reintegration into the society. They
also recommended that réhabilitation programmes should not be left in the hands of
correctional officers alone. Social workms, NGOs and FBOs should be fully mvolved n -
rehabilitation of inmates.

ok
Conditions in Correctional Service and Immates® Participation in m
ngrames USRS b

In another study Akumme (2014) conducted-a study on secess to basic need andd‘emﬂu .

participate in rehabilitation programmes among inmates-in Nigeria Correctional Sesvios
The study purposively selected 230 inmates of Kirikiri-Maximum Security Corroctionsi

Service Lagos to respond to a structured questionnaire titled Desire to Participate in ~

Rehabilitation Test (DPRT). Data were analyzed using Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS) software. The findings indicated thsdt there-is no significant relationship
between quality and quantity of feeding and desire “of inmates to participate i
rehabilitation services. In other words, the quality -and Quantity of food -availsble o

inmates in Nigeria Correctional Service do mot influénce their desire to parficipate s -+
rehabilitation programmes .On the oﬂ:erhand,ﬂwﬂll‘lyﬁmhershowedaml

correlation between sanitary condition, medical healthoare; adequacy: of fest, recroation
and availability of training materials and desne to pathclpate in rehabifitstion

programmes

Alkunne (2014) therefore concluded that the conditions (lack of modern sanitary facilitios,
prompt medical care etc.) to which inmates in Nigeria Correctional Service are snbjemd
to, affect their desire to participate in rehabilitation prog:ammes negatively. '

Theoretical Orientation :
The study was anchored on the rehabilitative theory othermse known as refm
theory which was an offshoot of reactions to the early schools of penology and the ides
that something more ‘was needed which slowly gained acceptance throughout 'the
nineteenth century. According to Hampton (1995), the major adherent of this thedey;
punishment is seen from different points of view and the aim of the penal system should
be treatment and correction. The assumption of rehabilitation is that people are not natively
criminals and that it is possible to restore criminals to auseful life, to life in wlnc&hy
can contribute posmvely to the development of themselves and the society. ~
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Angopding! to Packer: (cited. in.Datrbazan,2007:310), the rehabilitation theory teaches us

. Nhak$we st tyest each offendet as an individual whose special needs and problems must

‘be known in order to enable us deal effectively with him”. Analyzing rehabilitation as a

sstifioation for punishiment, Packer further noted that the rehabilitative idea may be used

mvmhchumgﬂmpmmhty of that offender that punishment in the theory
is forwatd: looking; that the: inquiry is not into how dangerous the offender is but rather

_imto how aswtiabloto treatment he is. In-addition, Siegel (2005) affirmed that rehabilitation
* embraces the notion that given the proper care and treatment, criminals can be changed
iito productive, law abiding citizens. Influenced by the positivist criminology, the
 relisbilitaticn :achool suggests that people commit crimes threugh no fault of their own.
_Instead criminals themselves are the victims of social injustice, poverty and racism, their

acts are rosponse 10 8-society. that has betrayed them and because of their disturbed and
impoverishod upbringing, théy may be suffering psychological problems and personality

_ (Im\n'bames Mﬁnﬂ\a enbance their committing capacmes

Addmonaﬂys;hc cxponemx of tho reformative theory maintain that a crime is committed

qs«&multaoﬁ tho-conflict between the character and the motive of the criminal. One may
femmit aicume . cﬁnt_became the temptation of the motive is _stronger or because the
rosgnint. anpoged by the character is weaker. Therefore, reformative theory aims at

 shrengthetting the shamcterof aman, so that he may not become an easy victim to his

e captation. This theory would consider punishment to be curative or to perform the
fimetian-ef & medicine. According to this theory, crime is like a disease. This theory

;Wmmcmbyhllmg

Applying this theory to Correctional Service and rehabilitation ofmmateslegena, the

* caprieasefithe: reformative. theory argued that Correctional Service is established in

tasshabilitate offenders to be better members of the society. In other words,

Nigwsia:
- Correctiona! Setyice should serve 10 re-educate criminals and to reshape their personalities
. in a new mould. To the followers of this theory, execution, solitary confinement and

maiming are relics of the past and enemies of reformation. Thus, the ultimate aim of the
reformissyis to trydo:bringabout a change in the personality and character of the offender,
055 o mslie him amectul menber of the society. Therefore, if criminals are to be sent to

.Wmmm be transformed into law-abiding citizens, Correctional
Cesyes mﬁhﬂm&mmm dwellmg houses.

Slee® mmsvadgns ol sYe e o s P

i ' dns theory mdeed caplums the ratxonale behind the
tyentment: of offastiors $yidhieging the attitude and behaviot of criminals so that they will
be able to choose mwmng their needs. Reformaive theory has been
adopted as the theoretical orientstion to guide this study because it is relevant, suitable,
appropriate and best explains the rehabilitation and reformation of inmates in Correctional

'sjs:§¥ 8|{Page
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Centres in Nigeria particularly in Kuje Medium Secunty Correctional Servwe
North Central whlch is ‘the study area for thls research, work.

!k-\) Wigh 4
AT

ﬂk.i- ; %Im
Materials and Methods b

Mixed methods research design was adopted in this smdy A combination of questtonmme

and Key Informant Interview (KII) were quantitative and qualitative instruments of %fa
collection used in the study. The study was conducted in Kuje Correctional " ice
located in Kuje town, one of the six Area Councils in the Federal Capital Temtory (F

Abuja. Abuja is the Federal Capital of Nigeria and is one of the 37 semi-autonomous ﬁm"& g |

that make up the country (36 states nd the FCT). Established in 1989, the Kujé ] Medit u
Security Correctional Service is a Médium Security Convict Correctional Serv1ce ‘lt 2
male convict Correctional Service originally designed for a capacity of 320 inm ’Ee
Correctlonal Service serves offenders in Abuja and those from other states m the cou

convicted offenders and the second cell Whlch is sub-categonzed into two harbor 6 , 2
who are Awaiting Trial Persons (ATPs). '

The population of the study comprised inmates and correctional officers of Kllje s
Security Correctional Service Abuja, Federal Capital Territory (FCT), North Centml,

Nigeria. Awaiting Trial Persons (ATPs) were excluded from the study since they ‘are not'

RTE!

allowed to participate in the rehabilitation programmes (Ozo-Eson, 2004:72, Nigeri
Prison Service, 2015) Dunng the preliminary visit by the researcher, it was observed (’ <
the record books of the Superintendent in charge that the total inmates at the Comecﬁopal
Service were 850 w:th “only 150 as convicted inmates (Kuje Prison Notice Board, 2016)

The target populatlon for the study consisted of 150 convicted inmates. This, eategory .of
inmates was selected because they were those that participated in the rehabthamm
programmes and so were more knowledgeable and aware of the existing programmes in
the Correctional Service. The researcher studied the total number of convicted mmates,m
Kuje Mediun Security Correctional Centre since the population is small. Also, 10
correctional officers were selected for KII usmg purposive sampling of non-probabil

method. The purposive sampling technique is a type of non-probability samplm,g fhigtis
most effective when one needs to study a certain cultural domain with knowledges
experts within. In this light, selection of the correctional officers particularly from-the
rehabilitation department in the study was based on their willingness and availability‘to
divulge tangible information. For a period of one month, the researcher frequently visifed
the Correctional Service for familiarity with the environment by listening to inmateg who
had committed various crimes and correctional officers, this process provided a substamal
background knowledge which prevented misunderstanding and enabled the rescarchesto
be sensitive to differences prior to, during and after the distribution: of ‘Zbypiestviof

'9|Page
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q.mnonnane to inmates qnd ingerview of correctional officers. The data collection
f#rocodure was througﬁ self- ._ ition of the questionnaire by the researcher with the -
gssistance of research assistants. The p purpose of the study and assurance of confidentiality

ﬂ?aformauon were explamed to the respondents through a cover letter that was attached

.: 'two sections; the first section contained information on socio- ‘
of the respondents like age, marital status, educational

i _ (KII) was conducted on key correctlonal officers particularly from the

ﬁabiﬁtauén depamncnt. The respondents for the Key Informant Interview (KII) were

’ ,; anéappomnnent was booked before ‘the interview. Like.the questionnaire, the .
Werview  guide also ‘contained two parts or sections, the first part dealt with the
c@ants backgreund information like age and years in service while the second part
“with the_ su ive issues of the research ie. -questxons on the rehabilitation
pogrammes in the Correctional Service in line with objéctives of the study. In order to
zm boMthenwty and trustworthiness, the narratives (Key Informant Interview) of
: T s officers were recorded and taken down with note with the consent of
# study pnrnapants The quantitative data collected from the questionnaire were

Msed usmg “Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) software. Descriptive

sngc as&eqnencymblesandsmyleperocntageswmuaedtoamlyzethe
pia muw ‘deta. In addition, content analysis was used to anatyze the qualitative data.
) atim m and ethnogl‘aphlc summanes ‘were used to mnch and elucidate the

copws of quest:onnan'e administered, only 130 were correctly filled and
E ever, 20 copies of the questionnaire were not filled correctly and so were
o '_ not included in the analysis. The fesponse rate was 87%.

hic chancteristics of respondents
Frequency ~ Percent
. 20 : 15.3
b7 SRR 34 : 26.1
o 34 26.1
. 15 11.5
17 13.0
10 1.6
130 100
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Married ‘ 3 %9 0
Single o : 75 576 : TR
Married but Separated , 29 , 153 S
Total : . 130 100

Religion ' : .

Christianity 58 44.6

Muslim ' 65 v 50

African Traditional Religion 7 : 53

Total - ' 130 100 RS N
Level of Educational Attainment .
Quranic School Only 9 6.9

Primary School 25 192

Secondary School 76 584

Post-Secondary School 20 153

Total 130 100

Occupation of Respondents Before Incarceration

Employed 10 7.6

Self Employed 10 N 7.6

Unemployed 57 438

Student 38 292

Others . 15 11.5

Total 130 100

Number of Time in Correctional Service Including

this One

Once 96 . 73.8

Two Times v 30 23.0

Three Times 4 : 30 SRR
Total 136 100 e

Table 1shows that majority-(52.2%) of the respondents in the study were between the ages
of 25 and 34 years. However, the least number (7.6%) of the respondents were 45 years
and above. The inference that could be drawn from this statistics is that most persons m
the Correctional Service were young men in their productive age. This further corroborates
the earlier facts available from the Federal Office of Statistics, (2008:5) that “individuals
within the age range of 18-45 who are implicated for crime commission are actually more
(90.7%) than other age categories”. Therefore, one can conclude that being in the working
age invariably exposes them to crime. In addition, this result is clearly not unexpected
especially in a society like Nigeria where there. is mass unemployment and
underemployment and where poverty level has assumed unimaginable proportion. The
table also indicates that majority (57.6%) were single while 15.3% were separated. This is
not surprising since many of them are still young, particularly as they are men. It is
observed from the table that majority (50%) of the respondents are Muslims. This is not
strange since the Correctional Service is located in Northern Nigeria where the practice of
Islam is dominant. However, few (5.3%) of the respondents said that they practice African
Traditional Religion. Table 1 further reveals that all the respondents have gone to formal
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school. Thirhmhes that all the respondents are literate hence they can read and write. In
addition, the table further showed that more than half (58.4%) have gone to secondary
school. On the sumber of times in Correctional Service, majority (73.8%) responded that
they were in Co¥rectional Service for the first time in their life. The implication is that we
have more first time offenders than recidivists in Kuje Medium Security Correctional
Service, Abuja. ..

Analysis of Reoeurch Questions
Research Question One: What are the existing rehabilitation programmes for inmates in
Kuje Medium Sm;unty Con'ectlon;l Service, Abuja, North Central, Nigeria?

“Table 2: Respmdents views on the existence of rehabilitation programmes in the
Correctional Centre

- Response Frequency '+ Percemt
Yes " 115 88.4
No Y 10 7.6
Don’t know : 5 3.8

Total . 130 100

Table 2 above shows that majority (88 4%) of the respondents agreed that training

programmes q:ust for offenders in the Correctional Centre,7.6% said that training
programmes did ‘not exist while 3.8% said that they did not know whether training
\pregrammes exist in the Correctional Centre or not.

/g official in Katje Correctional Service said that: “The inmates are taught carpentry, shoe
making, compster but: sometimes the computer gadgets are not easily available for
mmce (Malu, 32 yeam, Comecuonal Ofﬁcer, Kuje Correctwnal Servxce)

'Fhe mfmmmm can easﬂy dmw is that trammg programmes do not only exist in the
Correctiomal:Camtre but that the inmates and correctional officers are very much aware of
its. existemce: ‘Some of the respondents who attested tothe availability of training
programmesiia ‘the Correctional. Service also identified available programmes in the
Correctional: Serwige and they are presentcd in Table 3- below -
P - r!ﬂb o
i ’1’;:_; S

o
»
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Table 3: Respondents’ views on the type of rehabllluﬁon programmes am '

the Correctional Centre . . SE CTens
Response - : Frequelq' o Percent *tw ‘
Adutt Literacy L 20 - 150 ‘%
Carpentry . . ’ 55. . A 42.0";- P
- ICT Training - : 26 - . : 200 o
Shoe Making - - : 15 - 120 e L
Welding work - - = - 14 - - 11.0 O

Total IR 130 . 100 - _ :
- irLreisd
Table 3 clearly md:caws tbe type of rehablhtanon ‘programmes ava:labh i *ﬂn
Correctional Centre, 15% of the respondents said aduit literacy, 20% ICT training, :12% .
and 11% s shoe making and welding work respectively. However, one-third (42%) of the
respondents mentioned carpentry works suggesting that it is probably the most comsmon
training programme inn. the Correctional Centre. On the other hand; while reacting to/#he
above, many of the Key Informant study participants aiso identified similar prograssmes.
They were however of the view that the training programmes are very good especially
when compared to other Correctional Service in Nigeria. To .them, offenders. hiers gt
benefiting from many training and rehabilitation programmes which are net obtainsbie:in
other Correctional Services in the country which they should be thankful for. One kcy
informant participant claimed that where she was transferred from in Kogj:

cared about rehabilitating them. According to her, “The truth is that the Corvectisstal
Service is so busy with the security and safe custody of Correctional Service: inwsatis,
especially with the rising population and its consequent overcrowding, to bother abaut
rehabilitation (Female, 35years, Correctional Officer, Kuje Correctional Sewwc). HECHE

i r\}\

Research Question Two: How effective are these policies in rehabilitating or :
the problems of inmates in KuJe Medium Secunty Correcuonal Serv1ce Abujay Not!h

Ceﬂu'al, ngena? Tt : i ARG 3 )
P T
Table 4: Respondents’ views on the effects of thethhmg progammuum
Response T A o ‘;Frequency Pertent ,;” ‘
Positive effects =~ =~ = ' T80 o615 TR
Negative effects = ., = co, 10
No Effect CaE e C oo 400 LT 0 e
Total | R 130 1000 Vs

Table 4 above shows the effects of the training programmes from the inmates’ perspective.
Majority (61.5%) of the inmates were of the view that the programmes would have positive
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MﬂMdb&ymdwcharged from the Correctional Centre. Also, a
emacﬁonﬂo&ermthe&eylnformantlntemewadlmttedﬂmtmateswho freely
hﬁei’mmgarele-iikclytoretumtotheCorrecnonalCentrebecauseofthe
ﬁcuvenm of the training in their lives. However, one key informant participant from
Welfare Depuirtinent argued that recidivism should not be blamed on the inability of -
corrections! offidérs alone since it is not easy for other citizens to survive in the society.
According to‘het, “The general perception is we don’t do our work here well to
rehabilitate thede inmates forgetting that there is no job opportunity even for normal
people in outsidé world” (Fe!n;lc, 34 years, Correctional Officer, Kuje Correctional
Service).The implication here is that the society itself is ill-equipped to take care of
everybody (both ex-offenders and non-offenders). Therefore, the society gets the kind of
 Coirectiong] Sexvice it deserves k., the Correctional Service system is just a microcosm
,dﬁzwm Put differéntly, if the Nigerian society cannot take care of its teeming
it have not committed any crime, one should expect less from those
mmmmmc@cuom Serwcehkeothercnmmaljustlcemstxmtlons

mmmmﬁemay

‘haﬁwhw were: asked the level of their assessment of the training
'wndhnmmmmedmnblesmw

\. M“mnt of the relubiliution

R : Frequency ‘ Percent
74 ' 56.9
23 ' 17.6
: 6 4.6
CRigni b C 130 - 100

! k e ’«‘ LI

‘l'able 5 shcws thtﬁ).‘?% ofthc respondents said that the programmes were successful,
ﬁ%mdﬂntimfm‘lymssﬁxlwhﬂe 17.6% said that it was not successful.

- Sibsver, &GN b knon Mathcrehablhtanonprogmmmswexesmcessﬁﬂor

Spw is that the rehabilitation programmes have not fully
uonmegenaCorrecnonalSemce -

mmmmwm condition in the Correctional Service or access to
basic needs affect inmates® pigiticipation in rehabilitation programmes in Kuje Medium r
mwwmmc@mmgem?

N - 14|Page

e g




NMMHMAMQWEMWWHEHYMMK! o ‘ : :
: ..Journal of Sociology _— : VoL 7 No. 1, October 2008

Table 6: Respondents’ views on whether comdition in the Correctional Centre or

access to basic needs aﬂ'ects mma&s’ participation is rehabilitation progravmses =~ -

Response Frequency Percent
Yes : - 79 o 61.0
No 46 ’ 35.0
Don’t know e : b o 4.0
Total o 130 L 100

The data in Table 6 show that majority(61.0%) of the umates claimed that eondmons in
the Correctional Centre and access to basic needs affeet their participation in rehabilitation
programmes in the Correctional Centre. However, majority of the correctional offivers said
that this may be because the officers are not directly involved. Furthermore, this work
contradicts the findings of Akunne (2014) in Kirikiri Correctional Service that there by
no significarit relationship between quality and quanuty'of feedmg and demc of: Mi :
to participate in rehabilitation services. ‘
Respondentswexeﬁnﬂmaskedwldennfytbemmatmndertheuw
participation mﬂaeuamprogmmmesandtheyareprmntemeable 7belovr

Table 7: Factors that hhder rebabilitation programmes in Kuje Correctional M .

Response Frequency Pement RO
Lack of fund/Inadequate funding 56 430 - -
Lack of physical infrastructure » 26 20.0
Poot Management/Administration 21 - 16.0-
' Lack of Correctional Officers 11 ' 80
Break down of equxpmmt .16 o - 120

Total 130 ' 100

™

Table 7 shows factors that hinder rehablhtatlon programmes in Kuje Correctional Cent:e,
43% of the respondents said that it is lack of fund/inadequate funding, 20% said that it i ls
lack of physical infrastructure while 16% of the respondents said that it is ) POC
management/administration. Finally 8% and 12% answered lack of correctlonal flicers
and break dowrx of eqmpment respectx,vely '

However, more than orie-third (43%) of the xespondents identified lack of fund as a i ndjor
impediment to rehabilitation programmes in the Cotrectiahal Centre. In the same vein, tie
correctional ‘officers also” have a consensus and similar view with the inmates §
information from the partnclpants shows that lack of fund and obsolete eqmpment eﬁ:. iﬁg
major setback to rehabilitation programmes in the Correct:onal Centre. )

In support of this a Chief Supenntendent of Correctlom‘l Service in the key mformaut
interview noted that.

15jPage




: Nmmm UNIVERSITY AWKA .
e ot adewrmal of Sociology Vol 7 No. 1, October 2020

TaooTi st limmmmn koowledge that Nigeria Correctional
i?;-;.: > §gpwide i3 riot adequately equipped for the purpose of
.7 Mformation and rehabilitation that lack of adequate
~ fund, accommodation, shortage of professionals and
.f‘:ihﬁﬁedpemnml among others are the basic problems
N . -hindering reformation and rehabilitation of inmates
_ - . XMale, 55years, Chief' Superintendent, Kuje
‘ Correctional Service).
Ho oonckded. that, “Even with the current Correctional Service philosoply of
_gobaliilisation and reintegration, the traditional punitive method- is still very much in
m MSyems, Clnef Supenntcndent, Kuje Correctional Service).

m«m

'MMW&BMonpmg:ammw fonmnatesmKnjeMednnnSecunty
Correctional Service Abuja and its effects on the lives of inmates. Findings of the study
isddicated that there:are training programmes available for the rehabilitation or training of
inmatesin Xxje Madium Security Comectional Service Abuja. Furthermore, results of the
smdyshmdllntﬂxeu'ammgptogmmmes include ICT training, shoe making, carpentry,
sdult littency; weldidg works otc. This is in line with the findings of Uche et al (2015) on
 the types of training programmes in Enugu Correctional Service. Again, it was discovered
that inmages in Comrectional Service freely choose the trade they wish to participate. It is
however based on the availability of such programmes in the Correctional Service. This is
also in Liseowith findings of Asokhia and Osumah (2013) in Edo Correctional Sefvice
~ which indigate that most rehabilitation programmes or services provided in Nigeria
Correctioml Service are largely influenced by available facilities. However, it negates the
- position ofUN (1990) that that Cormrectional Service inmates should be provided with
mmy for their reintegration into the society.

i ,gm of this study was to evaluate the mpact and eﬁ’ectlveness of
ion gwggrammes in Kuje Medium Secunty Correctional Service. ‘Therefore,

find =; J j that the programmes were seen to be fairly successful from
' petspectwe oth iamostes and correctional officers. Further findings indicated that
mymMswmnotln:{ﬁeywouldsustamthemandthelrfamlhesaﬁerdlscharge

1 : f’_dmretopartlcxpatemtbemhablhmnonprogammes
orrectipnal gifsers did not agree with the inmates on this matter during
esc findings. ceuiradict the work of Akume (2014) in Kirikiri

' Sumthatmlpwamlﬁeantmlauonshnpbetwecnquahtyandquamty

iRg ,;'.gesne.of' oy topamcnpatemrehabxhtatwnsemces Also, the major
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was observed that the inmates and cerrectional .officers perceive their relationship

differently. Furthermare, results of the study showed that rehabilitation progrémmes were
ineffective and obsolete because of lack of equipment&acilities for training. Again, it was
discovered that inmates-should net just be trained but they should be provided with
money/capital to start up what they have learned when they are finally discharged from

. the Correctional Service. Other findings from the stady suggest that most of the inmates .

and even the correctional officers did not see the Cogrectional Service as a reformatoty
and rehabilitation centre. This is in line with the findings of Taminu (2010) where inmates
perceive the Correctional Service as an institution of oppression. In addition, it also negates
the Prison Act which is to reform and rehabilitate offenders to be good and useful citizens.
Finally, it was discovered that inmates who actively participated in rehabilitation
programmes were less likely to return to Correctional -Service due to the nw d‘ slle _
training in their lives. bR

Conclusion

It is worthy to note that the rehabilitation of offenders remains a major chalk:ngc 10
Correctional Service across the country. This is because most Correctional Service such
as Kuje Correctional Service have not successfully achieved the rehabilitative: objective
according to the Nigerian Prison Act of (2000) which is to reform and rchabilitate
offenders to be good and useful citizens. The resultant effect is that criminals who become
more hardened and deadly are released as against changed individuals expected by the
society. Thus it is important for Correctional Service in Nigeria to acquire the necessary
facilities, infrastructure and trained personnel that will go a long way in refm
rehabilitating and reintegrating inmates.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are made; P

1. The Correctional Service should be funded adequately to acquire state of the aﬁs
facilities to enhance effective rehabilitation of inmates.

2. Correctional officers should create awareness on the: need for every convicted
inmate to be.invplved in one rehabilitation programme or the other.

3. . Conditions and schedules in the Correctional Service should be made mwse
flexible to enable the inmates participate fully in the rebabilitation programmes. -

4.  Rehabilitation programmes should not be left in the hands of correctional officers
alone. Social workers, NGOs, religious groups among others should be -fully
involved in the rehabilitation of inmates by regularly giving relief mateials to
inmates, Education of inmates through award of scholarships to deservmg ones
should be encouraged. ;e

5. - Authorities in the Carmrectional Servnce shouldpmv:de earning schemestomm
to enhance their effective rehabilitation and reintegration into the society.

17| Page




 NNAMDI AZIKIWE UNIVERSITY AWKA -
oot 9w Jovnal of Sociology ] Vol 7 No. 1, October 2020

- jncrexsimg-public awareness efforts aimed at engaging the community/public in
s offemylertreatment and the need to correct public stigmatization especially utilizing
ﬁdpmwbmadcast media should be encouraged.

-. Officers-of Nigeria Correctional Service should be trained properly to be in better
- potition tb Inmdle the antagonistic relationship between conecnonal ofﬁcers and
- insoutes in the Comrectionsl Service.

8.‘ *  Govemnment should implement past reports of Commissions particularly those that
-~ recommended measures 1o reduce the population, improve the standard of living
143 2 - s hurnain fights conditions in the Correctional Service.
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